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Quarterly Voice of the Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters

Volume 144, Winter, 2021

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

Because uncertainty remains regarding public meetings, the Association will continue to monitor
the situation. We will keep the membership updated on the Association’s ability/appropriateness
regarding the scheduling of the next General Membership Meeting.

PRESIDENT
Don Taylor

I wish everyone a safe and healthy New Year.

With the start of a new year, we still have no clear
picture when we will be able to return to some sem-
blance of a normal life style. As an Association that
consists of mostly seniors, which are classified as
being high risk for the coronavirus, the Association
must consider the risk to our membership before we
return to normal General Membership Meetings.
Currently the next General meeting is scheduled for
March 4, 2021. Hopefully by March everyone in the
high risk group will have been given the option of
receiving the vaccine. As we return to having General
Meetings I am sure that some may be hesitant to attend
large gatherings. The attendance of the first few meet-
ings will be hard to judge and how the numbers may
relate to future meetings, once this virus is fully out of
the picture.

The Michigan Legislators are starting a new term
in 2021 and as always we will be monitoring newly
introduced legislation to ensure that our benefits are
not affected in a negative way. As for the last legisla-

tive session with a government split between political
parties, neither side has ben able to push through any
real controversial pieces of legislation. In several cases
this may have been a benefit for us. There were several
Bills that would have restricted rights to carry con-
cealed weapons, and a few Bills that would have
required us to pay more in pension tax. We monitored
all of these Bills when they were introduced, and none
of them appeared to have enough support to gain pas-
sage. In 2020 Governor Whitmer signed 249 Bills into
law, compared to 690 that Governor Snyder signed into
law, his last year in office 2018.

The Federal Government, like Michigan, has a
divided government. Not much happened as it relates
to passage of legislation at the Federal level either.
There was some legislation that we supported and
would have had a positive effect on our membership.
As has been the case for over 20 years, once again leg-
islation was introduced to eliminate the Pension wind-
fall provisions, and once again it failed to get any
movement. Another piece of Federal legislation that
did have bipartisanship support was a Bill to lower the
eligibility age for Medicare for Public Safety Officers.
Hopefully this legislation will be re-introduced in the
new congress. With Police & Fire retirees losing their
healthcare through the Detroit bankruptcy, this would
be very helpful for those that are forced to retire prior
to becoming eligible for Medicare under the current
age requirements.

We look forward to summer weather and the events
of the Association; hopefully you all are also looking

(continued on page 6)
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VICE

PRESIDENT
Gregory Trozak

“2021” is finally here, we can only hope that the
New Year will get everyone back to some normalcy in
their daily lives. I hope this finds you doing well and
you had the opportunity to enjoy the Holidays with
family and friends any way possible whether in person,
virtually or however it worked out for you. There is
really not much to report on as far as Association
events, with the lockdown of the state and the uncer-
tainty of the future everything is on hold as of today.
The Association has every intention once our venues
are allowed to reopen and have us as guests to getting
back to normal with all the events. This includes the
monthly general meetings, the annual picnic in
Frankenmuth and the golf outing. As soon as we are
given the okay the information will be distributed
ASAP, sorry we cannot give any specific dates at this
time but stay tuned.

GREENE’S

LAWN AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
SNOW PLOWING - FIREWOOD

KEVIN GREENE
(586) 790-7908

16414 WALCLIFF
CLINTON TOWNSHIPR, M| 48035

Moving on to the Pension System, there are a few
things to update. As you may or may not know the sys-
tem changed payroll systems effective January 1st of
this year. Everyone will be sent instructions on how to
set up your account with the new company soon. As of
today, those instructions are in the mail. We all know
how the mail system has been operating lately, so give
them some time. Everyone will receive two (2) mail-
ings, one will be on how to set up your account with the
website and the other will have your unique member
number needed to set up the account. Once you set up
your account you will be able to update your personal
information which includes any address change, tax
withholding and direct deposit changes.

As you already know, many of us received dual pen-
sion statements for the January check and this includes
the 412 Retired Police & Fire members who still
receive a paper check. They received dual checks,
although only one was not worth the paper it was writ-
ten on as they say. The reason for the dual mailings was
the payroll company ran a test run to make sure every-
thing worked and apparently it did. Those that did
receive two checks were notified by overnight mail
which check was the correct one. I know that I always
attempt to have everyone sign up for direct deposit and
this is just another reason to do so. I would like to
remind those that do receive a paper check that once
this covid situation is behind us the pension system is
still planning on moving on to issuing debit cards in lieu
of paper checks. If you are okay with this method of
receiving your pension, this is the future. The pension
system is also planning on eliminating the monthly
mailing of the pay stub mailing for cost cutting purpos-
es, so another reason for setting up your account on the
new web site.

On a side note the company, ADP, did acknowledge
the error and paid for the overnight mailing to those that

(continued on page 4)

Allan Grant

Retired Detroit Police & Fire Fighters Association Inc.
2525 E. Fourteen Mile Road « Sterling Heights, MI 48310-5969
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As we begin a new year, [ would like to run through
the RDPFFA previous year activities, income and
expenses from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.

A direct quote from the Restated Bylaws of the
Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters Association
states, in part, “The purposes of the Association shall
be: To provide the Members with information concern-
ing the status of Pensions, Hospitalization and
Insurances.” The organization achieves pension issue
goals by supporting two elected pension representa-
tives, one fire and one police, who in return report to the
membership on all relevant activities. Hospitalization
Benefits, are regularly monitored by elected Trustees,
two are RDPFFA Board of Director members who
report to the participants all applicable information.

In addition, the Retired Detroit Police and Fire
Fighters Association objective is to promote a spirit of
good fellowship and a closer personal relationship
among members and their families. Attempting to
accomplish this goal the Association arranges an annual
picnic and coordinates a golf outing. The Association is
organized and shall be operated exclusively for the pur-
poses set forth in Section 501(c) (4) of the Internal
Revenue Code.

This is a summary of year end numbers compiled by
the Retired Detroit Police Fire Fighters Association
Secretary-Treasurer. 5,205 persons were participants in
the Association at the end of 2020, of those included,
4,413 started the year and the Association ended the
year with 4,245 on payroll deduction. Other members
are those not enrolled who pay annually along with per-

sons not eligible for automatic payroll deduction. The
following list represents categories identifying annual
expenses; Events $2,850 (6 donations), General
Meetings $4,697, Honorariums $32,755, Insurance
$1,106 (Average yearly cost - 3 year policies), Office
Expenses $53,911, Payroll Expenses $121,651,
Professional Fees $3,552, Professional Services $9,754,
Property Taxes $7,969, Unity Magazine $15,236 and
Utilities $9,435. Investment expenses are not included.

The yearly Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters
Association expenses as of December 31, 2020 were
$254,420. The Association had a total income of
$217,316; this number includes $190,653 in dues,
$17,949 in appreciation, $7,650 advertising income
from the Unity and $1,064 in other income contribu-
tions. Also, $60,000 of investment earnings was trans-
ferred to the Association’s fund to deal with expendi-
tures. The dues assessment of $36.00 annually does not
cover the Association’s annual expenses which then, are
supplemented by transferring investment funds.

December 31, 2019 end of the year total expenses
was $261,151, revisiting, operating cost as of December
31, 2018 were $301,331 compared to $316,356 for
December 31, 2017, contrasted to December 31, 2016
figure of $335,039.

Left out from the above values of total assets is the
office located at 2525 E. 14 Mile Road Sterling Heights,
Michigan 48310-5969 which is owned by the organiza-
tion. The above numbers are calculations for members’
informational purposes only and are not to be construed
as a professional audit and official certified numbers.

Detroit Police Department

. b
Silver — $35.00 £A.*£s %« Gold — $45.00 ea.*

RENAERS)
Available to R.D.P.F.F.A. Members
Contact Retired Detroit Police Officer George Toy at:

(248) 572-4458

*Add $5.00 for Shipping & Handling. Allow 6-8 Weeks for Delivery

Special Note to all Retirees!

From time to time the Association receives submissions from members for publication in the Unity.
While we would love to publish all your submissions, due to space considerations, we will focus primarily

on such submissions that pertain to our members themselves or to topics of importance to all members.
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VICE PRESIDENT (continued from page 2)

received the dual checks and additional cost of the mail-
ings of dual direct deposit stubs. When you do receive
the letter with the instructions to set up your account do
so carefully and it should be an easy process.

Another reminder for all you Veterans out there
please consider joining the VFW or The American
Legion, both have Police & Fire posts and the contact
information is listed in this issue of the UNITY. Your
support would be greatly appreciated, so even if you
know any first responders who are Veterans let them
know. All of these organizations along with this orga-
nization are in desperate need for some “Young Blood”.
Plus the young ones could learn a lot and hear some
great stories.

In keeping this article short and sweet (maybe not
that sweet) I ask that you keep in your thoughts and
especially your prayers all those that we lost in 2020.
As always be careful out there take care of your family,
it is a whole different world we live in now.

B R ricent

Tax Service, LLC

586-961-6950

Michael Norris Tim Sobrero
RDPFFA member AFSPP
RRTP

Specializing in:
Police * Fire « EMS
Business ¢ Personal

15760 19 Mile Rd., STE D
Clinton Twp., MI 48038

tim@tridentax.com

Welcome New Members!

October

Raby, Mark - Police
Guajardo, Susan - Police
Cheatham, Timothy - Fire

November
Dyer, Lee - Police
Lightfoot, James - Police
Williams, Randolph - Police
Kelly, Warren - Fire

December
Mautz, Phillip - Fire

INSURANCE GROUP
& WEALTH

Enrolling in the wrong plan could
cost you unnecessary out of
pocket costs. We can help guide
you through this difficult process.

Call for a personalized review
and !

Melody Asciutto | 734. 502.9460
Robert Faison | 734.502.0370

TLC Insurance Group, is not affiliated with Social Security, the Government, or Medicare.
By calling the number above, you will be transferred to a licensed and certified agent.




UPCOMING
SPECIAL EVENTS

S5th Precinct Oldtimers Breakfast
Second Monday of every month at 10:00 A.M.
Big Boy’s at Garfield and Hall Rd. (M-59)

11th Precinct Retirees Luncheon
Second Wednesday of the month at 1:00 P.M.
Buddy’s Pizza - (586) 566-1233
45841 Hayes Rd ¢ Shelby Township, MI 48315

Fire Fighters Breakfasts
First Monday of the month at 9:00 A.M.
Dimitri's Opa Restaurant — (NEW LOCATION)
50875 Gratiot Ave, Chesterfield, MI 48051-3133
Third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 A.M.
Omega Coney Island
22501 W. Eight Mile Rd., Detroit, MI

ASSOCIATION CALENDAR
OF EVENTS* (¥

General Membership Meeting Schedule

2021 meetings to be announced!

East Side Silver Ladies*
Ist Tuesday of the month
Time: 1:00 P.M.

See Column for Location

Snowbirds Of Michigan*
Meet 2nd Sunday of the month
May thru November
at “Fred of Roscommon”
430 N. 5th Street - Roscommon, MI
Social Hour 11:00 AM — Meeting at 1:00 PM

*Refer to columns for specifics or program changes

First Thursday of the month at 10:00 A.M.
Little Chef Restaurant 101 Brookside Lane,
(Enter off Grand River) Exit 145 off of 196

Call the Association Office

if you need additional information

Articles for the Spring 2021 Issue
should be “submitted” by
March 24, 2021

= 4‘ g

TNe v

Greenhouses

21901 23 MILE AT CARD ROAD, MACOMB TOWNSHIP
(586) 598-7708 » Fax (586) 598-7720 » www.olejnikfarms.com

PLEASE NOTE:
The RDPFFA would like to recognize and thank

Olejnik Farms for their generous contribution of

flowers adding to the beauty of our building grounds.

oy Serving Those Serving Others

Join over 450 active and retired Law Enforcement
Officers and their family members in choosing
Parkside Dental Team for all your dental needs,

@

Parkside DENTAL TEAM
36444 W. Warren Ave
Westland, MI

- Commvendently Iocated ot e nortivwest corner of
Warren & Central City Parkway; fisst blocks
st of Wesstland Mall :
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PRE SIDENT (continued from page 1)

forward to these events. We plan on returning to our
General meeting and picnic in Frankenmuth this year,
and the association golf outing and along with the
return of our regular General Meetings. A notification
with the dates and times will be put out once everything
is scheduled.

In closing stay safe and we’re all hoping for a return
to normal and getting back together again.

AMERICAN LEGION
PosT 161

Police & Fire Fighters Looking for Members
Must have military service!
Dues $45

For information contact:

Muccioli StudioGallery

511 Beaubien

(313) 962-4700
14 Kt. Gold
Detroit Police Badge, $250 + tax
Lieut. & Sgts. $275 + tax
Police Family Charm $425 + tax

Free Engraving

All above badges in sterling silver $55 + tax
Phone Orders Welcomed! « All major credit cards accepted.
Hours: Tues. - Fri. 11-5 « Sat. 11-3
Prices subject to change with gold/silver market fluctuations.

Frank RoOsSI: (586) 421-2155

e GMB & SONS’ LIC ‘teanne
E Heating & Cooling m:ﬁ

Alr {raditipeing

Gas Furnaces « Adr Condilioning » Hot Water Tanks
Electronte Air Cleaners = Humidifiers « New Construction
“Complete Heating & Cooling Serviee”

We Offer the Latest in Green Technology

GLENN BLANK FREE ESTIMATES
Licenved Conrractor Phone: (734) 427-4362
“Hinge 19737 Insured

Commercial Litigation » Business Law ¢ Family & Probate Law « Real Estate Law « Employment
Law e Estate Planning and Tax ¢ Intellectual Property « Appellate « Mediation « Bankruptcy

LipPITT O'KEEFE GORNBEIN, PLLC

Norman L. Lippitt Brian D. O’Keefe Henry S. Gornbein Daniel J. McCarthy ~ Harvey R. Weingarden
Partner Partner Partner Partner Partner

Excellence. Attention. Results.

Our legal counselors work collectively as a team, merging their knowledge through the open exchange of
ideas and collaboration. This is how we identify every detail, every pertment fact and every potential
strategy. We give you and your legal matters greater atten ssfully naviga ]

legal system and t.llt'm'la'celyir de

370 E. Maple Road ° Third Floor « Birmingham, Ml 48009 Phone (248) 646-8292
www.lippittokeefe.com
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REMEMBRANCE AND THANK YOU

The following supporters, their names and in names of their loved ones, have contributed most generously to our
Legal, Appreciation and P.A.C. Funds. Your continued support of our Association is the encouragement we need

and reflects your recognition of the Association’s efforts in your behalf.

Appreciation (Donation)

Anchor, Frank & Sandy in memory of
Andrew Gerling

Ayres, James in memory of
Walter Jepsen

Beski, Tom in memory of "Officers that
died in line of duty"

Carlson, Rich & Linda in memory of
Jim Caldwell & Vito Vario

Cohan, Michael & Eelia in memory of
Sgt. Dooley A Cohan & Lt. Francis Trinity

Cook, The Bill Cook Family in
memory of Insp. Bill Cook

Fithian, Barbara in memory of
Sgt. Louis "Louie" Fithian

Hyman, Dee-Edda in memory of
Wilbert Hyman

Jackson, Gordie & Nancy in memory
of Lt. Widman Jackson

Koby, Jay in memory of Academy
Class 1968-D

Lashbrook, Violet in memory of
Henry J. Lash

Lashbrook, Jim & Mary in memory of
John Ronan

Lindstrom, Catherine Garcia & Paul
in memory of Candice Sherwood-Dombrowski

Moros, Mary in memory of
Edward J. Moros

Norris, Mike in memory of
William Fumerola

Parsell, Stephen in memory of
Carl Parsell

Pawlak, Mary Ann in memory of
Syl Pawlak

Raska, Delphine (Del) in memory of
Sgt. Roland Raska

Sabolovich, Marlene in memory of
Sam Sabolovich

Sabolovich, Marlene in memory of
Sam Sabolovich

Schlage, Jean in memory of
Michael N. Schlage

Schroyer, Dennis in memory of
Lt. William Whitcher DFD

Siedlik, Bob in memory of Irene Sielik

Stricker, Thomas in memory of
Ted Banach

Weidner, Ron & Penny in memory of
Jack Rice & Carl Hall

Zinser, Andrea in memory of "A. Hehn,
L. Simpson, I. Burrell & L. Beebe"

Appreciation (Donation)

10-2-20 Donor requested not to
show name

Ancheta, Doris

Barton, Den & Mag
Borowski, Richard & Bonnie
Brandt, Fred & Janice
Cinco, Victor

Delor, Lisa

Falkowski, Ken

Falkowski, Ken

Falkowski, Ken & Kimberly
Fiddler, Ray & Charlotte
Gatto, Charles

Gatto, Charles

Gatto, Charles

Hunsaker, Anne & Ralph
Hunt, William

Isken, Wayne

Isken, Wayne

Isken, Wayne

Kennedy, Arlene

Mahoney, Charles & Dorothy
Marchwinski, Judy (Dooley)
McCotter, Juanita
Michalski, Ray

Mischnick, Ed

Moros, Martin Jr.

Morse, John & Diane
Nolan, Ray

Obidzinski, Robert & Donna
Phillips, Charlie & Kathleen
Phillips, Charlie & Kathleen
Phillips, Charlie & Kathleen
Rakowski, Madelyn

Riina, Lenny & Mary
Santarossa, Constance

Sark, Norbert & Antoinette
Savin, Richard

Skaggs, George

St. John, Joseph

Staples, Charles

Swanic, Duane

Tibaldi, Gerald

Treier, Tony & Sandra
Velthuysen, Tomas & Kathy
Watts, Adrienne

PAC (Donation)
Purrington, Jim & Sandy
Tillman, Richard

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF U.S.
POST 1519

Police and fire fighters looking for members. Must have overseas wartime service!

For information contact:
Robert Siedlik at (734) 953-8558 or robsL278@gmail.com

Firefighter Painters

Interior and Exterior Painting

power washing ¢ wall washing < wallpaper removal

Free Estimates

Donald S. Carlson (586) 381-3105




IF YOU ARE...
FACING MAJOR LIFE CHANGES?
OR CONFUSED ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS?

ESTATE PLANNING

* Avoiding Probate
» Wills
* Trusts

HEALTH CARE
 Turning 65

* Medicare

« COBRA

« Obama Care
« City Plan

RETIREMENT

* Pension Options
* Social Security

INVESTMENTS
» Market Volatility
» Safe Money?

» Portfolio Risk

Don‘t leave it up to chance.

L (. ;4%7%/%%@ 4

CLEARSTRATEGY. oo sicssec orns
,JZ%?ML% x% Paul@myclearstrategy.com

Son of Steve Parsell
3471 E. Grand River Ave. Retired Detroit Firefighter

Howell, M1 48843 Grandson of Carl Parsell
1127 S. Old US Hwy 23 Former President of the D.PO.A.
Brighton MI 48114 and retired Detroit Police Officer

www.myclearstrategy.com
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"A Day | Will Never Forget!"

Remembering Officer Danny Ellis - 50 years ago!

On February 3, 1971, Officer Daniel G. Ellis, 29, a six-year veteran of the
Detroit Police Force was shot while trying to subdue a gunman at Mother
Waddles Perpetual Mission. He was dead on arrival at Detroit General Hospital
after 2:20 p.m. of multiple gunshot wounds in the chest and right leg. This is a
part of the story as shared by Tom Beski, his partner at the time.

Danny and Tom were scheduled to go out in scout car 7-13 at the 7th precinct that day. Just before leaving,
the sergeant informed them that one of them would have to go to a probable cause hearing for an arrest they
made several days before. Since Danny was the senior officer, he decided Tom should go to court. Danny
Parrish, who was the report clerk that day, was assigned to fill in for Tom instead. After court, Tom returned
and was ready to go back on the car but the sergeant asked him to go pick up a car from the Livernois garage
that had been repaired. Because of a shortage of scout cars, the sergeant wanted Tom to get it immediately.
As a result, Danny Ellis and Danny Parrish would finish out the day in car 7-13.

After leaving the garage, Tom heard that scout 7-13 had a run to 3700 Gratiot because of a man with a
gun. Tom headed toward the Gratiot address to back them up. By the time he arrived, scout car 7-4 was bring-
ing Danny Ellis out of the building, hurrying to transport him to the hospital. During the altercation, Danny
Ellis pushed Danny Parrish aside and he was fatally wounded, with a bullet hitting his police badge 890 as
pictured. Fate stepped in twice that day to take Tom off that car and Tom wanted all to know that he feels
Danny Ellis deserves special recognition for his heroism on February 3, 1971, a day he will never forget!

BUNCH TAX SERVICE
(586) 779-7990

ASSOCIATES
LUCIAN C. HARBAR Il « LUCIAN C. HARBAR, SR. « DANIEL M. SMITH

CITY « STATE « FEDERAL « PERSONAL « BUSINESS
NEW LOCATION!

22611 Greater Mack Ave.
(Between 8 and 9 Mile Rd.)

ST. CLAIR SHORES, MI 48080
FAX: (586) 779-0249
www.bunchtaxservice.com

Accounting, Bookkeeping, Audit Representation
Member of RDPFFA




Members Letters

Please accept the donation in memory of Sam
Sabolovich. Thank you for all your assistance in han-
dling all my questions.

Marlene Sabolovich
Sterling Heights, MI

Please accept this donation. Use it as you see fit, in
memory of my late husband Syl Pawlak & my late
brother-in-law, John Pawlak. Both are missed.

Mary Ann Pawlak
Crossville, TN

Please accept this check in memory of John Ronan.
Jim & Mary Lashbrook
South Lyon, MI

Hello to all, sorry it took so long for me to make a
donation, but things are crazy around the world these
days. Please accept this donation in memory of 2 of my
friends, Jack Rice & Carl Hall. Also, hello to Al Grant
and Larry Winck.

Ron & Penny Weidner
Palm Coast, FL

Please use as you see fit. Thank you all for all your
effort.
Charles & Dorothy Mahoney
Las Vegas, NV

A donation to Unity to be used where needed. In
2021 I will be retired from DFD 35 years and have
reached age of 86. All the remaining members of the
Korean War about the same age. In 1957 when hired on
11-18-57, all 40 military vets were laid-off on 1-1-58
saving the city 250K, and our yearly pay was $4,800.00.
Now a new engine cost roughly 300K. To the Board
members, thanks again for what you have done for this
member and not a free-loader.

Joseph J St. John
Lexington, MI

Enclosed is a donation in memory of my father Sgt.
Dooley A Cohan and his friend and partner Lt. Francis
Trinity. Please accept this donation to be used at your dis-
cretion. Thank you for all efforts you do on our behalf.

Michael & Eelia Cohan
Wellington, FL

Check for all good work done by the Officers. To be
used wherever needed.
Bob & Nickie Grifka
Warren, MI

Please accept this check in memory of Candice
Sherwood-Dombrowski. She was a good officer and a
great friend.

Catherine & Paul Lindstrom
Walker, MI

This donation is in memory of our friend, Insp.
Larry Kelly. Thank you for all that you do.
The Bill Cook Family
Howell, MI

Thank you for all you do. I’'m sure you don’t get all
the deserved praise, but your work is highly appreciated.
A special thanks to Chet Opolski for helping me with an
out-of-network co-payment situation. Accept this dona-
tion as my personal gratification.

Ed Mischnick
The Villages, FL

Use this as you see the need and thanks to you.
Den & Mag Barton
Caseville, MI

When I started on the Fire Dept., 25 years to retire-
ment seemed so far away. This coming February, I will
be retired 25 years, after working 33 years with the
department. The people who run this association work
hard for us. Thank You. We need this association,
because no one knows what the future holds. Use check
where needed.

Ray Michalski
Brooklyn, MI

Please accept this donation in memory of Andrew
Gerling. Please use as needed.
Frank & Sandy Anchor
Cass City, MI

I have enclosed a check in memory of my husband;
Edward J Moros retired Battalion Chief. Please use des-
ignated portion towards the widows’ fund and the rest
towards whatever you deem best.

Mary Carol Moros
Livonia, MI
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Members Letters...

Please use this donation as you see fit to help the
association. Thanks for all your hard work. P.S. Please
note this donation is in the name of Lt. William
Whitcher DFD.

Dennis Schroyer
Chesterfield Twp., MI

Fellow Retirees, Thanks for all of your continuing
efforts on our behalf. Enclosed is a check for my 2021
dues. Please use the excess where needed most.
Blessings to you all.

Charles J. Staples
Surprise, AZ

Thanks so much for all that the officers and staff do
for the membership each year. I can only imagine how
time consuming all the insurance plan reviews are each
year. Your efforts are greatly appreciated. Thanks again,
please use extra check as you need.

Judy (Dooley) Marchwinski
Odessa, FL.

Please accept this donation in memory of my late
husband, Wilbert Hyman. Thank you for your hard work
Dee-Edda Hyman
Southfield, MI

Please accept this check in memory of my husband,
Sgt. Roland Raska. He was one of Detroit’s Finest!
Delphine (Del) Raska
Warren, M1

Please accept this check in memory of all the Police
Officers who died in the Line of Duty. Remember all of
them.

Tom Beski
The Villages, FL

You folks always have our backs. Please use this
donation where needed most.
Lenny & Mary Riina
St Clair, MI

Please use where you see fit. Keep up the good
work.
Retired Sgt. Gerald Tibaldi
Elmira, MI

Greetings to All Staff & Officers of the Association:
Please use this donation in memory of Walter Jepsen as
needed for the Association. Walter and I were close
friends and shared the same Birthday of July 19th. Walter
was eleven years older than I making him 75 years old,
this year, on his birthday. We spoke, shared our best wish-
es to each other and on July 20th Walter passed away as
the result of long term heart problems. Walter was truly a
Police Officer. He loved the job and deeply cared for all
other Police Officers he worked with.

James E Ayres Jr.
Punta Gorda, FL

This donation is on behalf of all the Officers of the
Academy Class of 1968-D. Please use it where it will
help the most.

Jay Koby
West Bloomfield, MI

Please use the second check where needed.
Duane Swanic
Columbus, MI

Wishing all of you a Merry Christmas and thanking
you for your efforts on the behalf of the members.
Please use the enclosed check for the P.A.C.

Jim & Sandy Purrington
Whitmore Lake, MI

Please accept this check for dues and donation to the
Association where needed. In Loving memory of my
husband, Sgt Louis “Louie” Fithian and with apprecia-
tion for all you do.

Barbara Fithian
Rector, AR

Please use enclosed check wherever it is needed.
Thank you for all you do for the retirees. In memory of
my dad, Carl Parsell.

Stephen H. Parsell
Retired DFD

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
CHAPTER 154 « Macomb County, Ml

VETERAN'’S
SUPPORT CENTER
18025 E. 15 Mile Road
Clinton Township, MI 48035

Chapter Office: (586) 776-9810
Fax: (586) 776-9683

“Veterans Helping Veterans”
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How Much Can You Take From Your IRA
and Preserve the Principal?

Matthew Teetor and Leon LaBrecque
Sequoia Financial Group

With volatile markets putting retirees on edge, a question we frequently address 1s, “How much can
I take from my IRA?” We like to add an additional ingredient “and still preserve the principal.”
IRAs are great planning tools for retired police officers and firefighters: they allow the retiree to
have a tax-deferred way to preserve their deferred comp (§457) or annuity withdrawals. There are
two normal ways of funding an IRA, either through contributions or by rolling over a distribution
from another plan, like deferred comp.

The first question in trying to figure how much you can take out is figuring out how much you must
take out of your IRA. Traditional IRAs (including rollovers) have a Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) that is mandated by law. You must begin taking money out of your IRA by
April 1 after you reach age 72 or face a 50% penalty on the required distribution (this has been
changed by the new law, SECURE). The required distributions are determined by a published IRS
Table: you divide your beginning of the year balance by the factor on the table, which is based on
a joint life expectancy. As you get older, of course, your life expectancy gets shorter, and the amount
you take out increases. In general, the RMD at age 72 is about 4% and gets progressively larger.

The second big question is trying to take inflation into account in your withdrawals. Say you have
a $200,000 IRA at the Credit Union, all in CDs. Let’s suppose those CDs make 2% (good luck on
that one in today’s market!). You take $4,000, or the interest out every year. So it appears that you
are easily preserving the principal. However, every year, because of inflation, your purchasing
power is declining. The $4,000 you take out in the first year won’t buy as much as the $4,000 in the
fifth year. You might also notice that if you’re making 2% and you are over 72, you have to take
out 4% or more, and you will erode the principal.

So, you must start distributions at 72, but how much can you take, preserve your purchasing power,
and preserve the principal? We’ve done substantial research on this issue, and there is one essential
factor to preservation: Real Rate of Return. Real Rate of Return is your rate of return adjusted for
inflation. In an oversimplified calculation, Real Rate of Return is your return less the rate of infla-
tion. So, if your IRA is earning 7% and inflation is 3%, your real rate of return is 4%. If your IRA
1s all in bank deposits earning 2%, and inflation is 3%, then your real rate of return is -1%. Here’s
the basic rule: If you want to preserve purchasing power and capital, you should only withdraw at
or less than your real rate of return.

Here are three scenarios of how the Real Rate of Return works. Let’s take three examples: Let’s
look at a retiree who is age 64. He has $300,000 in his IRA. He wants to take out a $1,000 monthly
distribution, have some fun, and stay out of trouble on the Required Minimum Distributions when
he hits 72. He wants to increase the distribution by 3% a year. He’s considering three investment
options: CDs at the Credit Union (paying 2%), an annuity paying 4%, or a balanced investment
portfolio that should make about 7%. For this example, assume inflation is 3%.

(continued on page 13)
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IRA (Continued from Page 12)

First Scenario: 2% CDs. 1t should come as no surprise to anyone that if you make 2% and take 4%
out (that’s how much $12,000 a year is off the $300,000), you’ll run out of money. What may come
as a surprise is that because of the compounding effect of inflation and interest, the 2% investment
is doomed to fail quickly. Our retiree will totally run out of money, especially since they will have
to take progressively more after age 72. The Real Rate of Return is -1% (2%-3% = -1%), which is
5% less than the withdrawal rate (4%), so this one will fail (unless our retiree starts smoking, drink-
ing and riding his Harley without a helmet).

Second Scenario: 4% Annuity. Under this scenario, the rate of return (4%) equals the withdrawal
rate, so the IRA doesn’t blow up as quickly. However, the simplified Real Rate of Return (4% - 3%
= 1%) does not exceed the withdrawal (4%), so this one also will fail in spending power, but over
a longer period of time. In addition, at age 72, our retiree now has to take Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD), which gets progressively bigger as the retiree ages.

Third Scenario: 7% Investment. This scenario uses a balanced portfolio that earns on average 7%.
Here the Real Rate of Return is about 4% (7% - 3% = 4%). 4% is greater than the withdrawal. This
plan will work. By the later ages, when the CD IRA would be gone, the 7% IRA will have a positive
balance. In addition, the distributions at older ages will get bigger because the IRa is making more
than the withdrawal rate.

The key to a sustainable withdrawal is enhancing Real Rate of Return. To preserve purchasing
power, you have to make a real rate of return greater than your withdrawal rate. You need to take
into account the fact that you must take distributions at age 72. Over history, many studies (includ-
ing ours) have shown that the key to having a sustainable withdrawal is not being too conservative
or too aggressive. As a matter of fact, the most conservative portfolios (e.g., 100% bonds) had con-
sistently the highest failure ratios. Similarly, being too aggressive (e.g., all equities) also causes
prospective failure when the market does a big drop. In historical studies, the portfolio that provided
the highest success and highest consistent real rate of return in current times is about 70% equities
and 30% bonds. Of course, the success of this model is predicated on the idea that you’re not paying
a bunch of fees and loads to get your investments, and that you stay invested and keep the mix stable
at that 70/30 blend. We frequently modify that blend to 60% equities and 40% bonds, or 50% equi-
ties and 50% bonds, which maintains a good real rate of return and lets our retirees sleep well at
night.

Bottom Line: Invest your IRA like a pension plan. Pensions are designed to provide a sustainable
withdrawal for the retirees. It should be no surprise that the average large municipal pension plan
has an asset mix of 70% equities and 30% bonds.

Matthew Teetor is an advisor with Sequoia Financial Group, an independent advisory firm. Matthew leads the firm's
practice for public safety officers. Sequoia reduces uncertainly in the lives of Michigan police officers and firefighters
by applying creative wealth management solutions in tax, financial planning, retirement planning and estate planning.
To contact us for a consultation, contact mteetor@sequoia-financial.com or call 248-641-7400. You can also visit our
website at www.sequoia-finanical.com.

Investment advisory services offered through Sequoia Financial Advisors, LLC, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Registration as an investment advisor does not imply a certain level of skill or training.
© 2020, Sequoia Financial Group, all rights reserved.
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IN MEMORIAM Once again, we call the roll and acknowledge those friends

and associates who have left us since our last publication. It is hard to let go of good friends but it
is easy to remember the good times we shared and realize that now they rest in peace.

September 2020

Name Rank Dept. Appointed Retired  Date of Death Age
Qasem, Isam P.O. Police 9-20-93 12-1-17 9-28-20 56
October 2020

Name Rank Dept. Appointed Retired  Date of Death Age
Baumgartner, Gordon Lt. Police 10-26-53 1-5-82 10-1-20 88
Bozich, John Sgt. Police 11-17-46 11-18-71 10-25-20 100
Burdick, Robert P.O. Police 4-15-68 10-16-81 10-10-20 74
Cummings, William Cmdr. Police 9-25-67 5-21-94 10-20-20 78
Dombrowski, Candice P.O. Police 7-5-77 9-13-05 10-3-20 70
Harris, Warren Cmdr. Police 8-1-65 8-2-90 10-24-20 76
Jackson, Avery Sr. Insp. Police 4-19-48 8-23-74 10-15-20 96
Szczesniak, Terry P.O. Police 8-7-72 8-28-97 10-31-20 69
VanSchoick, Thomas P.O. Police 8-2-65 3-18-75 10-21-20 76
Vario, Vito P.O. Police 6-26-67 1-6-99 10-5-20 77
Wilkins, Richard Sgt. Police 3-10-69 4-7-96 10-16-20 73
Williamson, Pharondus P.O. Police 4-7-86 2-27-10 10-12-20 62
Frost, Robert FF Fire 11-19-73 9-24-83 10-18-20 69
Pincheck, Wesley Sgt. Fire 9-24-62 2-5-86 10-27-20 82
Sample, Jerry FEO Fire 1-22-73 7-3-98 10-7-20 75
Vogler, Leo FEO Fire 12-30-46 5-12-73 10-6-20 96
Wilcox, Fred Bt. Chief Fire 9-9-57 2-5-95 10-14-20 85
Wiltsie, Robert Bt. Chief Fire 7-23-51 2-1-87 10-4-20 92
November 2020

Name Rank Dept. Appointed Retired  Date of Death Age
Anderson, Rufus Lt. Police 1-3-55 4-13-85 11-17-20 91
Ball, Corsita P.O. Police 10-27-86 8-21-96 11-30-20 53
Bell William Lt. Police 8-1-50 1-5-78 11-20-20 93
Biscup, Gerald Lt. Police 9-7-54 10-10-85 11-19-20 89
Cushard, Walter P.O. Police 5-16-66 5-16-94 11-16-20 80
Gerling, Andrew P.O. Police 4-27-64 7-18-95 11-5-20 77
Morgan, Johnnie P.O. Police 4-7-86 3-16-00 11-26-20 66
Przybylski, Norbert P.O. Police 2-23-48 3-7-73 11-5-20 98
Pushee, Robert P.O. Police 4-20-70 9-13-85 11-30-20 78
Ray, Evans P.O. Police 1-31-72 3-14-05 11-29-20 76
Richards, Elroy P.O. Police 8-16-71 9-13-91 11-27-20 77
Schroeder, John P.O. Police 2-15-71 8-14-87 11-12-20 72
Dixon, Robert FFDA Fire 2-4-63 10-1-82 11-21-20 81
Duerod, Terry FEO Fire 5-30-79 7-29-16 11-13-20 64
Keyes, Paul FEO Fire 12-14-70 5-4-02 11-2-20 78
Krompatic, Jack FEO Fire 1-6-69 2-23-04 11-26-20 76
Nance, Jason FF Fire 1-9-17 Died Active 11-6-20 28
Nelson, Ricardo FEO Fire 11-13-00 1-15-20 11-12-20 56
Zyla, Joseph FEO Fire 10-25-54 6-18-87 11-17-20 93
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IN MEMORIAM (continued from page 12)

December 2020
Name Rank Dept. Appointed Retired  Date of Death Age
Briner, Clyde Insp. Police 10-26-53 7-16-87 12-12-20 89
Cronin, Ronald Insp. Police 11-26-68 5-1-91 12-16-20 77
DeRonne, John P.O. Police 9-25-61 6-16-88 12-13-20 81
Foster, Eugenia Sgt. Police 12-1-83 7-1-19 12-27-20 62
Gill, Cynthia P.O. Police 1-26-98  Died Active 12-11-20 62
Kelledes, James Sgt. Police 8-1-50 8-6-75 12-5-20 92
Lemon, Byron P.O. Police 10-1-83 1-10-03 12-6-20 63
Lipke, John P.O. Police 7-19-59 8-12-89 12-9-20 84
Lynnderek, Leonard Sgt. Police 3-1-82 5-17-03 12-1-20 69
Myslinski, Charles P.O. Police 2-8-71 12-12-98 12-11-20 72
Napoleon, Benny Chief Police 7-18-75 7-17-01 12-17-20 65
Priehs, Warren Lt. Police 6-5-50 6-5-75 12-27-20 92
Virga, Joseph P.O. Police 6-1-74 12-5-96 12-17-20 69
Walker, Jimetta P.O. Police 3-20-75 6-28-80 12-2-20 72
Dew, Robert FEO Fire 11-4-46 7-10-73 12-1-20 97
Finn, Steven FEO Fire 9-23-96 Died Active 12-1-20 48
Gusumano, John Capt. Fire 3-2-70 1-3-01 12-16-20 76
Hallman, Robert Bt. Chief Fire 6-26-72 11-10-05 12-28-20 75
Husk, Raymond Capt. Fire 3-5-51 2-6-83 12-26-20 92
Lohmann, Richard FEO Fire 9-12-55 1-3-91 12-26-20 89
McGarry, Francis Sr. Chief Fire 9-12-60 6-29-98 12-11-20 82
O’Brien, William Invg. Fire 2-2-42 5-14-68 12-14-20 99
Potvin, Gary Capt. Fire 9-2-69 1-2-01 12-11-20 75
13th Precinct REMEMBRANCE
AND
Quarterly Retirees’ Luncheon THANK YOU
Dominic

11:00 A.M. - 2nd Tuesday of
March « June » September « December
Roger’s Roost
33626 Schoenherr Rd.

Sterling Heights, Ml 48312

(586) 979-7550

O. Cantanzaro

12-2-1925 / 1-7-2021
Police Officer — Detroit Police Dept.
Appointed 9-2-47  Retired 12-2-72
RDPFFA Director — 2003 - 2008

In remembrance of
Dominic O. Cantanzaro

Thank you for your service!
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“Standing up for you”
Bryan A. Sunisloe

Attorney and Counselor

‘
7 =g

g Al N

X RETIRED -
RETIRED

Stlver Ladies

Carol Curley

New Year Greetings with light!

Specializing In:

This past year, we, Silver Ladies have had very ) )

. Divorce/Family Law

few lunch meetings together. We talk by phone, o
. Disability and Worker’s Comp

make plans and then have to cancel them. It is fun to _
: Estate Planning

talk by phone but it’s not the same as person to person

over a table of good food! It’s strange outside any- Main Office:
way; too much information, dictates, details, and con- 66 Market Street
fusion and also we are surrounded by stage coach Mt. Clemens, MI 48043

robbers everywhere we go.
So, looking forward, here’s hoping your Satellite Office:

Christmas and New Year is blessed with good health, 6053 Chase

family, friends and the right decisions when it comes Dearborn, MI 48126

to our American life and freedoms! Office: (586) 463-0300 / Fax: (586) 463-5373
For any questions call (810) 392-2668 for all the www.SunisloeLawOffice.com

answers. Leave a message and I will call you back. Bryan@Sunisloclawoffice.com
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DEPARTMENT

Marvelous Marv Retired D.P.D.

Announces
A new website just for you

detroitpolicegear.com

Shop online today for the latest in Detroit Police off-duty gear,
pins, patches and much more or call us at 586-285-5500!

See us at our new location: 33272 Groesbeck Highway
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Snowbirds

Dan Zemaitis

Hello from beautiful, cool Northern Michigan

First of all — the Snowbirds Officers and all the
loyal Snowbird meeting attendees — who keep the
camaraderie going — wish everyone a happy and
healthy and safe Christmas and New Year.

Get Well thoughts and prayers go out to Maryann
Ponik, Carl Watkins and Frank Samborski.

Jan. Birthdays: Eva Brazier, Bernie Mueller,
Frank Samborski and

Dan Zemaitis

Feb. Birthdays: J. C. Genther, Diana Kapagian,
Dave Pauch, Gerald Tibaldi and
Pauline Zazula

Evelyn Brehm, Violet Prather,

George Perry and Jerry Rozanski

Mar. Birthdays:

Happy Birthday and good health to all.

Do you remember when we used to have our police
picnics at Walled Lake and then Edgewater Amusement
Park?

After all this staying at home it would be nice to
have a Sanders hot fudge sundae!

Hope everyone stays well. Looking forward to see-
ing you at our 1st Snowbird meeting on May 16, 2021
at Fred’s of Roscommon from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
430 N. 5th St. (989) 275-6565 All are welcome.

Keep safe and God Bless

Dan and Jey Zemaitis
(989) 735-3450 (Florida) (727) 397-6226

|
MICHIGAN .
- FINANCIAL COMPANIES

i Fg; Linnacle Wealth Strategies

LUKE NOWACKI
- ASSISTING DETROIT’S FINEST
WITH THE'ACCUMULATION & PROTECTION OF THEIR ASSETS*

goals for the accumulation and protection of your assets.

Strategies available include:
+ Annuities

¢ College Savings Plans
+ Financial Needs Analysis
+ Life Insurance

¢ Tax Advantaged Investments*

LUKE NOWACKI
28411 Northwestern Hwy., Suite 1300
Southfield, MI 48034
Office: (313) 963-4004
Fax: (248) 827-7378
www.pinnaclewealthstrategies.com

We at Michigan Financial Companies feel that gaining knowledge about your retirement is an important step in overall planning
your financial future. At Michigan Financial Companies, we focus on helping to address the financial needs of individuals and
families. We understand and have the experience and resources to help you make the most of your earnings and accomplish your

Asset Accumulation and Protection
DROP Rollovers
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA’s)

Separate Managed Accounts

Find the strategies that are right for you. For more information, please contact:

*The financial analysis and recommendations are not intended to replace the need for independent tax, accounting, or legal review. Individuals are advised to seek the counsel of such licensed professionals.
Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing
names, products or services referenced here are independent of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Branch Phone: (248) 663-4700. 18228583-20200210
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Worth Seeing.

Metropolitan Eye Center is a center of excellence, serving patients in our community for over
three decades. We promise each individual patient the highest quality eye care.

Comprehensive Eye Care

Complete Medical & Routine Eye Exams
Contact Lenses - Large Selection

Full-Service Quality Optical Studio

Advanced Technology
Custom All-Laser LASIK

Precision Laser-Assisted Cataract Surgery
Medical Retina and Glaucoma Treatment

Advanced Technology Enhanced By Experience!

A
/_= METROPOLITAN EYE CENTER

21711 Greater Mack Ave. St. Clair Shores 48080
586/774-0393 * 800/774-7565

www.metropolitaneyecenter.com
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RETIRED DETROIT POLICE & FIRE NONPROFIT ORG.
FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, INC. VS POSTAGE
2525 E. Fourteen Mile Road Detr(ﬁﬁ\,‘gigan
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48310-5969 Permit No. 2060

(586) 795-1734

Bl DREAMS START
AT HOME,

It's your safe haven. It's where
life’s blggest moments are planned it
and realized. So when you need i 4

cash for home improvements, =
debt consolidation, or to finance . To get started:
your next big adventure, try asking

your home for a loan with Call us at 313.568.5000

DMCU’s Home Equity Loan or
Line of Credit. Visit dmcu.com today!

@ Diversified
MEMBERS CREDIT UNION

dmcu.com




