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PRESIDENT
Don Taylor

Winter just seems to hang around with cool tempera-

tures, but I have seen a few plants starting to sprout which

makes me look forward to the warmer days of spring.

The Association has returned to our pre-covid

schedule of events. The Association has now found a

new location for Westside general meetings at The

American Legion Stitt Post 232 at 23850 Military. We

held our first meeting there on April 7th. It was pretty

well attended, considering the short notice which was

given out. Our next general meeting is on May 5th, and

will be held back at the eastside location, American

Polish Century Club on Maple Lane in Sterling

Heights. We also have an event at the Firekeepers

Casino in Battle Creek on May 1-3. Once again we are

returning to Frankenmuth for our June Meeting and

annual picnic June 19-21. The Golf outing is August

12th at the Oak Ridge Golf Club. 

The Association membership has seen a fairly

rapid change in the last several years. Since reaching a

total membership of just under 7000 in 2013, the total

membership today has fallen to 4959. We have seen a

continuing aging of the membership. Currently we

have 457 members over the age of 90, and just 574

under the age of 65. There are a number of reasons for

the decline in membership, one major one is that the

make-up of the active roles have been cut by more than

50%, very few new retirees (2 or 3 a month on average)

are joining the Association, and there are approximately

30 member deaths per month.

There are a large number on non-members, and we

continue to attempt to convince them to join, with little

success. One example of how difficult it is to get any

movement of non-members to join is: When our

Association pushed for the passage of HB 4396 which

became Public Act 149 of 2017, this was a pension tax

Bill which gave a tax deduction to those that retired

from a City / Municipality that did not participate in

Social Security, and were born after 1952. This legisla-

tion would save those affected by it between $600 to

$1200 a year on their State Income Tax. Over 500 non-

members benefited from this legislation. Our

Association sent each one of them a letter advising

them of the legislation, and requesting they join the

Association. Less than 30 responded and joined the

Association. So there is little doubt that the Association

membership will continue its decline.

We continue monitoring Michigan legislation that

may have an effect on our members. Recently the legis-

lators passed Pension Tax legislation that would

improve the deductions for all retirees, and legislation to

suspend the state gas tax, but both pieces of legislation

was vetoed by the Governor. The state has a 2.7 billion

dollar surplus in Federal funds and another 2.7 in gener-

al funds, so both the legislators and the Governor’s

office say they will continue to look for tax reduction

that all parties can agree on. This is an election year so

it is likely that they will come up with some agreement.

On the Federal level, there hasn’t been any move-

ment on any legislation that would improve our bene-

(continued on page 4)
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VICE

PRESIDENT
Gregory Trozak

      Greeting all, I have some great news for everyone, this

is going to be a rather short article.  The reason being at the

present time there is not much going on and I just returned

from a few weeks off so I will update all our members on

upcoming events the Association has scheduled.

      Starting with the General Meetings, although I was

unable to attend the first west side meeting at the Carl E

Stitt Post I was told that, although the attendance was low,

everyone had a great time and the food was excellent.

This will continue to be the west side meeting location.

      The next meeting will be May 5, 2022 at the east

side location which is still the Polish Century Club, so

mark down the date and hope to see you there. The

meetings schedule for all upcoming meetings will be

posted with location and dates during the summer for

the fall meetings so stay tuned.

      Our next gathering will be the two night stay at

FireKeepers Casino & Resort.  The dates are May 1st &

2nd. We will have a Hospitality Room both nights so

think about it and if you are interested reservations can

be made by calling the casino directly at (877) 352-

8777. Use our booking # 042022 and the rooms are

$119.00 per night plus tax.

      Moving on to the summer events which begin in

June with the Annual RDPFFA Picnic and June General

Meeting. Again this year the event will take place in

Frankenmuth with the picnic taking place on Monday

June 20,2022 at Heritage Park and the June General

Meeting will be on Tuesday June 21, 2022 at the

Bavarian Inn.  A Hospitality Room will also be avail-

able at the Bavarian Inn.  If interested reservation can

be made by calling the Bavarian Inn directly at (989)

652-7200 and using the booking #13C6CC. Rooms are

$109.00 per night.

      Next will be the RDPFFA Annual Golf Outing again

being held at Oak Ridge Golf club on Friday August 12,

2022. The price will remain the same @ $75.00 per golfer.

      As I promised, this will wrap up with a reminder for

all our Veterans out there that joining or transferring to

the VFW or American Legion Post affiliated with

Police & Fire is a great idea.  Remember if you have

any questions or concerns give the office a call.  I hope

everyone enjoys the summer months with family and

friends and please stay safe and be careful as this is a

whole different world we are living in.

Retired Detroit Police & Fire Fighters Association Inc.
2525 E. Fourteen Mile Road • Sterling Heights, MI 48310-5969

(586) 795-1734 • Fax (586) 795-2183
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m till 3:00 p.m.

OFFICERS
President

Donald Taylor
Vice President

Gregory Trozak
Secretary/Treasurer

Allan Grant

PUBLICATION/EDITOR
Al Grant

VIDEO/PHOTO WEBSITE
rdpffa.phanfare.com

Ken Gidner - Administrator

OFFICE E-MAIL
rdpffa@hotmail.com

WEB SITE
www.rdpffa.com

GREENE’S
LAWN AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE

SNOW PLOWING · FIREWOOD

   KEVIN GREENE                                                       16414 WALCLIFF
    (586) 790-7908                                CLINTON TOWNSHIP, MI 48035

AMERICAN LEGIONPOST 161
Police & Fire Fighters Looking for Members

Must have military service!
Dues $45

For information contact:
Frank Rossi: (586) 421-2155
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SECRETARY/

TREASURER
Al Grant

     During the General Membership meeting held on

March 3, 2022, I reported a brief summary of the

Association’s income and expenditures.  I also stated

that our monthly expenditures regularly exceed our

income received.  I personally made a comment stating,

“This is not a good way to run a business”.  Businesses

facing this scenario will and must make changes or go

out of business.

     Members who heard this comment would most like-

ly respond in agreement and ask the question, “What are

we doing about it?”  The answer is that the RDPFFA

elected and appointed leadership often focusses on this

subject and treats it as a serious issue.

     The topic is constantly monitored. Even though

financially we are not facing an immediate danger the

concern cannot be ignored!  The Association’s assets are

professionally managed and reinforced by the present

dues paying members and appreciation contributors. 

     The new membership is the ongoing problem con-

fronting the Association.  It’s simple, our group is get-

ting older and expected new members are not joining!

     Below are two illustrations showing membership

annual loses and the Association’s new membership

additions.

     As illustrated by the charts below, the membership

numbers are not trending well. Consequently, the need

for all members to assist the Association in recruiting

new membership will be welcomed.

Deaths

Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire

January 15 5 12 4 11 6 15 7 17 8 12 8 14 9 15 6

February 15 2 11 8 4 4 17 3 10 4 15 7 10 4 9 2

March 7 5 17 8 10 4 15 4 13 4 8 6 13 4 15 6

April 13 5 21 11 15 2 10 7 11 3 14 5 18 8 9 2

May 11 4 20 0 8 4 11 8 14 7 12 4 17 4 10 4

June 13 3 9 2 18 5 10 5 9 7 11 7 14 2 14 4

July 12 2 21 5 22 8 14 5 21 7 10 7 14 5 13 4

August 18 5 19 4 15 5 9 6 11 2 10 4 8 3 23 5

September 17 7 20 4 11 7 16 4 13 3 14 5 14 1 14 4

October 15 5 12 6 7 4 15 7 9 4 15 1 19 2 17 4

November 18 2 14 7 12 5 11 4 10 6 20 4 10 6 18 3

December 14 2 17 12 13 1 19 10 11 7 11 5 18 4 13 5

168 47 193 71 146 55 162 70 149 62 152 63 169 52 170 49

Total for Year

New

Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire Police Fire

January 1 4 1 1 1 4 1 1 5 1 2 1

February 1 5 1 4 1 2 3 3 2 5 2

March 1 5 6 2 3 3 3 2 3 3 4 5 2

April 3 5 1 1 2 1 1 3 3

May 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1

June 3 2 3 1 2 1 1

July 3 1 1 2 1 1 1 3

August 1 1 1 3 2 1 1 2

September 1 3 2 1 5

October 3 2 1 1 1 4 1

November 1 3 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 4 1 2 1

December 2 1 1 7 1 11 3 3 2

13 3 30 16 17 7 30 9 24 10 22 4 13 10 27 8

Total for Year

2016

26

2015

23

2014

35

2018

24 39

2017

34

2014

219

2017

211215 264 201 232

RDPFFA

16 46

2021 2020 2019 2018

(All Police and Fire Deaths ­ Last 8 years ­ (2014­2021) annual last 8 average = 222)

2021 2020 2019

(All Police and Fire New Members ­ Last 8 years (2014­2021) annual average = 30.3)

2016

215

2015

221
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Welcome New
Members!

January
Gross, Mary - Police

DETROIT
POLICE

MUSEUM AND
GIFT SHOP

Stop by and visit us located at:

Detroit Public Safety Headquarters

1301 Third Street • Detroit, MI 48226

(313) 596-5196

Sponsored by:

The Detroit Public Safety Foundation and
The Detroit Police Department

We are always looking for donations of
memorablilia and we gladly accept financial
donations as well.

All donations are made through the

Detroit Public Safety Foundation - 501C3

Also Visit our Online Gift Store at:
www.DetroitPublicSafetyFoundation.org

(Click on Gift Store Link near bottom left)

or through our Facebook Site:

Detroit Police Museum and Gift Shop

Curator: Jeff Lemaux
Phone: (248) 245-0720

fits. The legislation to eliminate the Social Security

Wind-fall and Pension Offset has not moved, or had any

hearings. With this being an election year all legislation

not passed will expire at the end of the year. 

That’s it for now, stay safe, and hopefully we will

see you at some of the Association events.

PRESIDENT (continued from page 1)

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF U.S.
POST 1519

Police and fire fighters looking for members. Must have overseas wartime service!

For information contact:
Robert Siedlik at (734) 953-8558 or robs1278@gmail.com

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
CHAPTER 154 • Macomb County, MI

VETERAN’S
SUPPORT CENTER
18025 E. 15 Mile Road

Clinton Township, MI 48035

Chapter Office: (586) 776-9810
Fax: (586) 776-9683“Veterans Helping Veterans”

RETIRED DETROIT POLICE

& FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
THE 31st ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
FOR RDP&FFA MEMBERS & GUESTS

Date: August 12, 2022 (Friday)

Time: 9:00 a.m. (Shot Gun Start)

Location:
Oak Ridge Golf Club

35035 26 Mile Rd.

New Haven, Michigan

1 (586) 749-5151

• 18 holes of golf with golf cart

• Breakfast (continental style)

• Lunch and beverages

• Dinner at 3:00 p.m.
(choice of three entrees, deserts and beverages)

• Beer and beverages served in the club house

and designated areas on the golf course

• Prizes for the closest to the pin

• Other gifts and prizes

Cost: $75.00 per person
with a gift for every registered golfer

Please see www.rdpffa.com website for downloadable application form.
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ASSOCIATION CALENDAR

OF EVENTS*

General Membership Meeting Schedule

AMERICAN POLISH CENTURY CLUB

33204 Maple Lane - Sterling Heights, MI - 7 PM

May 5, 2022

Please Note: These dates are tentative

and are subject to revision.

East Side Silver Ladies*

1st Tuesday of the month

Time: 1:00 P.M.

See Column for Location

Snowbirds Of Michigan*

Meet 2nd Sunday of the month

May thru November

at “Fred of Roscommon”

430 N. 5th Street - Roscommon, MI

Social Hour 11:00 AM – Meeting at 1:00 PM

RDPFFA Annual Picnic

Monday, June 20, 2022

Bavarian Inn - Frankenmuth, MI

RDPFFA General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, June 21, 2022

Bavarian Inn

RDPFFA 31st Annual Golf Outing

Friday, August 12, 2022

Oak Ridge Golf Course

*Refer to columns for specifics or program changes

Articles for the Summer 2022
Issue should be “submitted” by

June 24, 2022

Updated!

UPCOMING
SPECIAL EVENTS

5th Precinct Oldtimers Breakfast

Second Monday of every month at 10:00 A.M.

Big Boy’s at Garfield and Hall Rd. (M-59)

11th Precinct Retirees Luncheon

Second Wednesday of the month at 1:00 P.M.

Buddy’s Pizza - (586) 566-1233

45841 Hayes Rd • Shelby Township, MI 48315

Fire Fighters Breakfasts

First Monday of the month at 9:00 A.M.

Dimitri's Opa Restaurant – (NEW LOCATION)

50875 Gratiot Ave, Chesterfield, MI 48051-3133

Third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 A.M.

Omega Coney Island

22501 W. Eight Mile Rd., Detroit, MI

First Thursday of the month at 10:00 A.M.

Little Chef Restaurant 101 Brookside Lane,

(Enter off Grand River) Exit 145 off of I96

Call the Association Office

if you need additional information
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2022 

Dues  

$36.00  

Retired Detroit Police & 

Fire Fighters Association 

Please Complete This Form & Return With Payment 

 Application for Renewal  ____________  New   ______________ Associate   _________ _  

     Phone ______ ________________ _ 

 Address:   _____________________________   ____ E­Mail  ______   ________________ _ 

 City:   ____________________________ State:  _________  ______ Zip:  _____________ _ 

 Name:  __________________________________ _  

For Additional Assistance Contact Association Office 586­795­1734 

Make Checks Payable To: Retired Detroit Police & Fire Fighters Association 

Mail To: 2525 E. 14 Mile Rd. Sterling Heights, MI 48310­5969 PLEASE 

DISREGARD IF DUES ALREADY PAID  

For Additional Assistance 

Contact Association Office  

Retired Detroit Police &  

Fire Fighters Association 

(586) 795­1734  

Amount Paid   
Date Paid  

 Check No.  _____________ _ 

Dues Year  2022

IRS Notice 835 (Jan. 88) 

Noncharitable Contribution  

     Greetings from sunny Florida!

     By the time your receive this issue of the Unity, I'll

be back in Glennie.

     Sadly, we’ve lost two really swell members last

November.  We lost Ray Heise and Nancy Schmidt both

long time members.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to

their families.

     Many thanks to Al Grant for putting the

“Snowbirds” information in the winter edition of the

“Unity” while I was in Texas.

January Birthdays: Bernie Mueller & Dan Zemaitis

February Birthdays: David Pauch, Diane Kapagian,

Gene Karvonen, J.C. Genther, Gerald Tibaldi and

Pauline Zazula

March Birthdays: Evelyn Brehm, Jerry Rozanski,

Violet Prather and George Perry

April Birthdays: Georgette Gekiere, Cindy Rem,

Mike Kniaz, MaryAnn Ponik and Mary Stano

May Birthdays: Marsha Dreslinski and

Gerry Henningsen

Happy Birthday to all and any I missed.

     We had a nice get-together in Wildwood, FL. Don

& Cindy Rem newly engaged Joann Cherry & Tony

Fortuna and myself met at Russell Stover candy store.

We loaded up on all our favorite candy and then went

to lunch at “Cody” in the Villages.

     I’m looking forward to our “Snowbirds” meeting

on May 15th at 1:00 p.m. at “Freds” of Roscommon to

see long time friends again.

     Also, the RDPFFA picnic and meeting June 20 &

21st in Frankenmuth, MI, where we get together with

nice friends and people we haven’t seen in years.

     I give my heartfelt thanks to our RDPFFA officers

and volunteers for all that they do for us.

Stay safe, healthy and God Bless

Dan • FL (727) 397-6226

Snowbirds
Dan Zemaitis

ATTENTION VETERANS!
FREE BURIAL

at the Great Lakes National Cemetery is
available for you, your spouse and your
dependent children age 21 and under.
Benefits available include a gravesite, opening and
closing of the grave, perpetual care, a government
headstone, marker, or medallion, a burial flag,
and a Presidential Memorial Certificate, at no cost
to the family. Some Veterans may also be eligible
for burial allowances. Cremated remains are
buried or inurned in national cemeteries in the
same manner and with the same honors as
casketed remains.

For more information go to:
https://www.cem.va.gov/burial_benefits/ Once there,
you will find a link to download the VA Survivors
and Burial Benefits Kit or call 1-800-698-2411.
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Appreciation (Donation)

Cal, Mary in memory of Conrad Cal

Cannon, Helene in memory of DPD
Sgt. Mike Cannon

Fish, Lawrence in memory of PO
George Johnson

Fish, Lawrence R in memory of PO
Lawrence O Fish

Gilbeau, David in memory of
Larry Raynor

Girardini, Celestino & Eleanor in
memory of Lt. August Cardinali

Holland, Larry in memory of
Lt. Ken Borieo & Cmdr. Bill Corbett

Kast, Aaron & Pam in memory of
Danny Miller

Kelly, Tim & Geri in memory of PO
Albert Vichunas & Lt. Brian Brunett

Knittel, James & Ann in memory of
"Ed Knittel  Richard Zalewski &

Elmer Desjarlais"

Pioch, Clay in memory of Rich Gluski &
Karen Pioch Gluski

Quincy, Ruth in memory of
Kenneth Quincy

Quinn, Jerry & Diane in memory of
Len Riina

Quinn, Jerry & Diane in memory of
"Lloyd  Edgar  & Calvin Quinn"

Sabo, Constance in memory of
William Sabo

Stanbury, Marie in memory of
George Stanbury

Stone, Paula R in memory of PO
Gary V Stone

Swistock, Gloria in memory of
Kenneth J Swistock D.F.D.

Twardzik, Helene in memory of
Lt. Joe Twardzik

P.A.C. (Donation)

Jackson, Gordon & Nancy in memory
of Lt. Widman Jackson

APPRECIATION (Donation)

Abele, Gilbert

Barton, Den & Mag

Brinkley, Roger

Dermidoff, Dennis

Dunn, Patrick & Colleen

Eising, Dale

Falkowski, Kenneth

Falkowski, Kenneth

Foley, Eileen

Foley, Eileen

Gatto, Charles

Gatto, Charles

Grifka, Bob & Nickie

Hedtler, Kathryn & Juan

Isken, Wayne

Isken, Wayne

Isken, Wayne

Jablonski, Daniel

Kozlowski, Norbert & Kathleen

Loshaw, Jack

March, James,

Marchwinski, Judy

Montie, Leonard

Niarhos, Bill

Penick, Cheryl

Petoskey, M. James

Phillips, Charlie & Kathleen

Phillips, Kathleen & Charlie

Phillips, Charlie & Kathleen

Rusu, James

Smith, Cheryl

St John, Joseph & Marilyn

Treier, Tony & Sandra

Velthuysen, Tomas & Kathy

Verkeyn, Joan

Watts, Adrienne

Weir, Charlie

P.A.C. (Donation)

Jablonski, Daniel

Jablonski, Daniel

Oehmke, Don

REMEMBRANCE AND THANK YOU
The following supporters, their names and in names of their loved ones, have contributed most generously to our

Legal, Appreciation and P.A.C. Funds. Your continued support of our Association is the encouragement we need

and reflects your recognition of the Association’s efforts in your behalf.

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE

For your information and the

Associations benefit, it is important

that when your summer/winter

address changes, we are notified in

advance of the move and again when

you are returning to your home

address.  That way we can keep you

current. We don’t want to lose you in

the process.

PLEASE NOTE:

The RDPFFA would like to recognize and thank

Olejnik Farms for their generous contribution of

flowers adding to the beauty of our building grounds.
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BUNCH TAX SERVICE
(586) 779-7990

ASSOCIATES

CITY • STATE • FEDERAL • PERSONAL • BUSINESS
NEW LOCATION!

22611 Greater Mack Ave.
(Between 8 and 9 Mile Rd.)

ST. CLAIR SHORES, MI 48080-2014
FAX: (586) 779-0249

www.bunchtaxservice.com
Accounting, Bookkeeping, Audit Representation

Member of RDPFFA

LUCIAN C. HARBAR II • LUCIAN C. HARBAR, SR. • DANIEL M. SMITH

Firefighter Painters
Interior and Exterior Painting

power washing • wall washing • wallpaper removal

Free Estimates
Donald S. Carlson (586) 381-3105

Now Accepting
PayPal!

We are pleased to announce that we
now accept PayPal for Annual Dues,
Political Action Committee (PAC) and
Appreciation Donation payments.

Please check the right side of the
RDPFFA home page for a link!

LOOKING FOR GOLFERS!
West Side Police Golf League

Thursdays 9AM - May to September

Tanglewood GC, South Lyon

18 Holes • Shotgun Start • 2 Man Teams

2 Flights - Based on handicap

For more info contact:

Ed Diesch
517-294-3623
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Paul Parsell

(800) 960-4560 Ext 215

Paul@myclearstrategy.com

Son of Steve Parsell
oit FirRetirreed Detr reefighter

Grandson of Carl Parsell
esident of the D.PFormer Prre P..O.A. 

etirand rre reed Detroit Police Officer

www.myclearstrategy.com

STRAATTEGYCLEAR

3471 E. Grand River Ave.
Howell, MI 48843

1127 S. Old US Hwy 23
Brighton, MI 48114

Don’t leave it up to chance.

divrpateatear Stt ae ClethLet  he  lea Str tegygy teaamm prrooviidde you w
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     Thank you for all the work you put into helping our

Retired Detroit Police & Fire Fighters. You always keep

us up-dated, and available to answer any concerns I may

have. Please use this check wherever needed----in mem-

ory of my late husband Lt. Joe Twardzik.

                                Helene Twardzik

                                Macomb, MI

     Please use this donation where it is needed most, and

thank you for all that you do to help us retired Police and

Fire Fighters. This donation is in memory of good

friends, Lt. Ken Borieo and Cmdr. Bill Corbett.

                                Larry Holland

                                Harbor Springs, MI

     Enclosed please find a donation to be used where

needed most. The enclosed gift is given in memory of 2

of Detroit’s finest, PO Albert Vichunas and Lt Brian

Brunett. May God rest their faithful souls. Thank you

for everything you do for us Retirees.

                                Tim & Geri Kelly

                                Chesterfield Twp., MI

     My gift to the association of DPO&FF Assoc for my

102 Birthday. Thank you for all you do for the retirees.

I miss attending the meetings.

                                Gilbert Abele

                                Commerce Twp., MI

     Thanks for your efforts since day one. Use this as

you see fit.

                                Den & Mag Barton

                                Caseville, MI

     Enclosed a donation to be used where needed. Now

receiving a COLA increase to the pension and being an

“Old Timer” I wonder if that includes a new matter

since someone stole the one we had. Keep the wind at

your back.

                                Joseph J St. John

                                Lexington, MI

     Thanks to all the officers and staff for all you do to

look out for the rest of us. It’s a lot of time especially all

issues related to health care. Please use this as you see

fit. Everyone stay well and your efforts are appreciated.

                                Judy Marchwinski

                                Odessa, FL

     This check, albeit small, is in memory of my late

husband Officer Gary V. Stone. Please use this check for

the betterment of the Association—wherever it’s most

needed. Your efforts to preserve and protect the benefits

of the police and firefighters is overwhelmingly appre-

ciated.

                                Paula R. Stone

                                Brighton, MI

     Please use the enclosed where most needed in mem-

ory of my dear husband, DPD Sergeant Mike Cannon. I

am always grateful for the Association and all the hard

work on our behalf!

                                Helen Cannon

                                Grand Rapids, MI

     Thank you for you all you do for the retirees. Please

use this gift for all the retirees, in memory of: Lloyd,

Edgar, Calvin and Bernard Quinn and also Len Riina.

                                Jerry & Diane Quinn

                                Groveland, FL

     Thank you for all you do for the Retirees. Use the

enclosed check for use toward any cause you see fit. We

couldn’t ask for a better crew representing Detroit

Police & Fire.

                                Kathryn & Juan Hedtler

                                Brownsville, TX

     Please use the enclosed donation as you see fit, in

memory of Danny Miller. Vegas in the fall sounds good.

                                Aaron & Pam Kast

                                Clay, MI

     Chet, Thank you and all the Association Officers for

all that they do for the members. It is truly appreciated.

Please use the money where it is most needed, in mem-

ory of Ed Knittel, Richard (Tiger) Zalewski & Elmer

Desjarlais.

                                Jim Knittel (Class of April 64)

                                Plymouth, MI

     Thanks to Chet and all who work in the office. Keep

up the good work. To be used wherever necessary.

                                Bob & Nickie Grifka

                                Warren, MI

     Thank you for all you do. So many could care less,

yet they love the benefits.

                                Tony & Sandra Treier

                                Chesterfield, MI
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     In memory of Richard (Rich) Gluski, recently noted

into DPOA Hall of Fame for outstanding service to men

and women at Gratiot and Mack- early 1970’s as DPOA

Union Rep #7. Also long time partners with Karen

Pioch Gluski (44 years 1975-2022 beginning in Scout

car 7-3 1975). Also Rich and spouse many years charity

and volunteer work Washington Twp., pre-school teach-

ing, many hours Cathodic and Lutheran churches and

schools in Macomb County. Before DPD 1975 Karen

Pioch supervisor Macomb City Probation office.

(R.I.P.)

                                Clay Pioch

                                (72-I Class Drill Instructor)

                                Caseville, MI

(continued)
Remembrance
and Thank You

Luther Shannon Sr.

9/2/1949 - 1/22/2022

Police Officer
Detroit Police Department
Appointed October 4, 1971

Retired January 12, 2002

RDPFFA Insurance Trustee:

11/1/2011 - Present

In Remembrance of
Luther Shannon Sr.

Thank You for you service!

586-961-6950
Michael Norris Tim Sobrero

RDPFFA member AFSPP

RRTP

Specializing in:
Police • Fire • EMS
Business • Personal

15760 19 Mile Rd., STE D
Clinton Twp., MI 48038

tim@tridentax.com

FAX 586-961-6950

Procedure to Obtain Retired

Detroit Police Photo ID Cards

To obtain an ID card in person:

• Public Safety Headquarters

1301 Third Street, Detroit, MI 48226-2503

• Go to Central Photo for a digital picture

(located on the 3rd floor of Public Safety Headquarters)

You will be directed to the 6th floor to

Detroit Police Personnel

to complete process.

• Bring old DPD ID Card and Driver’s License

-They will keep your old ID card.

Due to varied Covid restrictions please call

(313) 596-2810 for further information!

Muccioli Studio Gallery
511 Beaubien

(313) 962-4700
14 Kt .  Gold

Detro i t  Pol ice Badge,  $250 + tax

Lieut .  & Sgts .  $275 + tax

Pol ice Fami ly  Charm $425 + tax

    Free Engrav ing

Al l  above badges in  s ter l ing s i lver  $55 + tax

Phone Orders Welcomed! • All major credit cards accepted.

Hours: Tues. - Fri. 11-5 • Sat. 11-3

Prices subject to change with gold/silver market fluctuations.



- 12 -

      

naLLan
 

nd
&&&

d
&&&

nd
&  &&&&&&   

visulcni­lll aaicepr sof
ne albaliavs aegkacap

d nd anat lsee bhr tof
ADO TLLAC   &&&

!setae rv
k sd an
e siurc

AY &&  &&
AC

c
VV

crc&&&cr  s
T IOCA

ruiruis 

NS

sese              



- 13 -

   e 

of
tting your 
sm for

 
f

estate

While you

 
for First Responders

vailablev

plan in place can be an act
, the simple act of put,ery day

oim acts of her often perfor

 

248 435 04

EPLSPC.CO

estate plans t
imp
o shoT

so
oismher

estate 

 

400

OM

eduto First Responders at a r
feringfortant work, we are of

eciation for youhow our appr

omething happen to you. 
m for you and your family sho

plan in place can be an act 

 

uced fee.

ur 

ould 
of 

 

, MI 48084oyrest Maple Road, T2565 W
248­435­0400

  



- 14 -

IN MEMORIAM  Once again, we call the roll and acknowledge those friends

and associates who have left us since our last publication. It is hard to let go of good friends but it

is easy to remember the good times we shared and realize that now they rest in peace.

August 2021

Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age

Janiunas, Peter                        P.O.                 Police             3-16-61           9-18-87                   8-9-20              81

October 2021

Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age

Jackson, Patricia                     P.O.                 Police               7-5-77            1-15-11               10-26-21              75

January 2022

Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age

Arnold, Gary                           P.O.                 Police               4-5-71             7-6-96                 1-13-22              77

Cardinali, August                    Lt.                    Police             1-22-51           2-28-76                 1-12-22              93

Driessche, Ronald                   Sgt.                  Police            11-19-63            11-2-94                 1-22-22              81

Evans, James                          P.O.                 Police             4-16-51             5-5-76                 1-20-22              94

Fithian, Ronald                       P.O.                 Police               4-8-68             7-8-93                 1-14-22              74

Gaines, David                         P.O.                 Police             7-12-60            2-11-71                 1-18-22              83

Grover, Harry                         Sgt.                  Police             3-27-72           5-16-98                   1-3-22              74

Lowery, Kenneth                    P.O.                 Police             8-12-85           9-15-95                  1-11-22              69

Roberts, Michael                    P.O.                 Police            11-10-69           1-18-89                   1-6-22              81

Shannon, Luther Sr.                P.O.                 Police             10-4-71           1-12-02                 1-22-22              72

Smith, Micah                          Insp.                Police             9-25-67             9-6-03                 1-14-22              78

Stewart, Darryl                       Cpl.                 Police               9-4-90     Died Active                 1-17-22              56

Szmagaj, Raymond                 P.O.                 Police             1-13-86             8-3-91                 1-17-22              62

Walczak, Richard                    P.O.                 Police             6-17-75           5-17-85                 1-26-22              59

Watt, Bruce                             Sgt.                  Police              7-11-66             7-1-97                 1-12-22              85

Wiecek, Frank                         Sgt.                  Police             1-31-55           7-22-86                  1-11-22              91

Boss, John Jr.                          FEO                Fire                 9-23-96           7-23-10                   1-5-22              51

Jackson, Brett                         Capt.                Fire                 9-12-88           6-26-20                 1-26-22              55

Payne, Paul                             Lt.                    Fire                   7-1-57         10-15-82                 1-31-22              86

Piotrowski, Wayne                  FEO                Fire                 12-2-63             1-2-92                 1-13-22              80

Reese, Harold                         Lt.                    Fire                   1-2-62           2-16-87                 1-14-22              86

Robinson, Donald                   Fire Marshall  Fire                   9-9-57           6-19-92                   1-6-22              89

Stevens, Robert                       Lt.                    Fire                   9-5-61             2-9-88                 1-17-22              86

Whitaker, Ronald                    Bt. Chief         Fire                   7-1-57           6-27-92                 1-13-22              87

February 2022

Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age

Blackburn, Thomas                Corp.               Police              5-11-87           7-10-21                 2-19-22              61

Buback, Thomas                     P.O.                 Police               1-3-56            1-11-92                 2-21-22              89

Przybylski, Fred                      Sgt.                  Police           10-21-57           6-30-83                   2-1-22              85

Rhodes, Eugene                      Lt.                    Police               5-8-67           2-13-95                   2-2-22              82

Robins, Aaron                         Lt.                    Police           10-17-67             2-1-10                 2-10-22              73

Stanper, William                     Sgt.                  Police             8-26-68             9-1-93                   2-8-22              85

Stehlik, Betty                          P.O.                 Police             12-5-74           6-30-89                 2-22-22              79

Bowers, France                       FEO                Fire                 9-24-62           5-12-94                 2-14-22              82
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IN MEMORIAM (continued from page 14)
February 2022 (continued)

Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age

Grant, Michael                        FF                    Fire                 6-18-84             5-9-00                 2-22-22              73

Howard, Ronald                      FEO                Fire                 7-30-56         10-23-77                 2-13-22              86

Kutuch, John                           Medic              Fire                 7-23-18     Died Active                 2-23-22              51

Pruitt, John                              FF                    Fire                   7-1-57         12-30-70                 2-28-22              89

Williams, Robert                     Lt.                    Fire                   9-9-57             2-5-83                 2-24-22              84

March 2022

Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age

Bowman, William                   P.O.                 Police             3-27-72           7-20-90                 3-13-22              72

Brynaert, Darryl                      P.O.                 Police               3-7-87           10-1-09                  3-11-22              65

Gibson, Ronald                       Sgt.                  Police               3-1-82              2-3-11                 3-12-22              64

Grekowicz, James                   Sgt.                  Police               1-3-61           7-15-86                 3-13-22              87

Harkness, James                     Sgt.                  Police               9-6-54             9-7-79                 3-21-22              90

Logan, Samuel                        P.O.                 Police             12-7-72            11-6-81                 3-18-22              71

Mason, Steven                        P.O.                 Police             2-19-73           8-20-93                 3-10-22              70

Peck, Al                                  Sgt.                  Police             8-10-64           7-18-05                 3-18-22              79

Regish, Andrew                      Lt.                    Police             7-24-67           7-25-92                 3-23-22              78

Tate, Julius                              Lt.                    Police             10-5-83             1-2-08                 3-25-22              72

Venier, Guido                          Sgt.                  Police             5-12-52             2-8-86                   3-8-22              97

Yates, James                           P.O.                 Police             9-10-73             8-5-78                 3-19-22              79

DeBlock, Arthur                     Lt.                    Fire                 5-16-44             2-8-68                  3-11-22            100

Luczak, Gerald                       FF                    Fire                 3-12-73             3-3-99                   3-8-22              78

Taube, William                       FEO                Fire                   7-7-66           4-28-79                 3-12-22              78

The Detroit Firemen's Fund's
commitment to be a guiding light

during the darkest days in a
firefighter and their family's lives
has been our priority since 1866.

The Officers of the Association are:
Kim L. Fett - President • Joseph Palm - Vice President

Jon R. Bozich - Secretary • James Montgomery - Treasurer
The Trustees are:

Christoper Dixon, Shannon Moran, Arn Nowicki, Jim Plieth and Patrick Schwartz
We are located at:

1301 Third St., #329 • Detroit MI 48226
Monday-Friday • Office: 8 - 3 pm and the store: 9 - 4 pm 

Call: 313-628-0099 or visit us at:
www.detroitfiremensfund.com
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“Standing up for you”

Bryan A. Sunisloe
Attorney and Counselor

Specializing In:

Divorce/Family Law

Disability and Worker’s Comp

Estate Planning

Main Office:

66 Market Street

Mt. Clemens, MI 48043

Satellite Office:

6053 Chase

Dearborn, MI 48126

Office: (586) 463-0300 / Fax: (586) 463-5373

www.SunisloeLawOffice.com

Bryan@Sunisloelawoffice.com

13th Precinct
Quarterly Retirees’ Luncheon
11:00 A.M. - 2nd Tuesday of

March • June • September • December
Roger’s Roost

33626 Schoenherr Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 979-7550

Detroit Police Department

Retired     Badges
Silver – $45.00 EA.*           Gold – $55.00 EA.*
Available to R.D.P.F.F.A. Members

Contact Retired Detroit Police Officer George Toy at:
(248) 572-4458

*Add $5.00 for Shipping & Handling. Allow 6-8 Weeks for Delivery
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Carol Curley

Winter is not the favorite season for everyone, espe-

cially if one doesn’t care to travel somewhere south.

Most of us Silver Ladies have family and friends up

here.  A few do travel though and enjoy a short change

of scenery!

      The past twenty seven months have been strange to

me.  Many people have experienced the C- virus fears,

agitation of poor information about it and confusion of all

sorts.  Even the candidates I wanted to run the country did

not win the elections.  A lot of confusion there too!

      This world should feel smaller and more helpful to

on another with high tech internet, faster computers like

our cell phones that we can hold in our pockets, talk to

many cultures and people so that they and we can live

in peace and comfort.  It seems every parcel of land is

already owned by a country or person.  But now we

have Russia deciding to have mortal combat with the

people of Ukraine to conquer their land!  What are we?

Still primitive greedy lost souls with no leaders to com-

municate common sense agreements anymore?

      Now for my good thoughts, we have our Silver

Ladies lunch every month on Tuesday at 1:00 p.m...  We

have been going to Filippa’s Restaurant on Mound Road

just north of Hall Road.  We talk and share our ideas; sto-

ries, and laugh, gamble a little and eat good food.

      For any and all question, call (810) 392-2668!  God

Bless us every one!

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cAthehitW

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n tioecotPr&natioulcumc

kiacaoNe kuL w

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

essAirf Theo

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*tse

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ikcawaoke NLu w

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

­

­

­ ­



- 18 -

370 E. Maple Road • Birmingham, MI

248­646­8292 • www.lippittokeefe.com

EXCELLENCE. 
ATTENTION. 
RESULTS. 
Our legal counselors work collectively as a team, merging their 

knowledge through the open exchange of ideas and collaboration. 

This is how we identify every detail, every pertinent fact, and 

every potential strategy. We give you and your legal matters 

greater attention to successfully navigate the intricacies of our 

legal system and ultimately deliver superior results.

•  Commercial Litigation

•  Business Law 

•  Family & Probate Law

•  Real Estate Law

•  Employment Law 

•  Estate Planning & Tax 

•  Intellectual Property 

•  Appellate

•  Arbitration

More than 100 years of collective experience.
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Worth Seeing.
Metropolitan Eye Center is a center of excellence, serving patients in our community for over

three decades. We promise each individual patient the highest quality eye care.

METROPOLITAN EYE CENTER

21711 Greater Mack Ave.  St. Clair Shores  48080

586/774­0393 w 800/774­7565

www.metropolitaneyecenter.com

Comprehensive Eye Care

Complete Medical & Routine Eye Exams

Contact Lenses ­ Large Selection

Full­Service Quality Optical Studio

Advanced Technology

Custom All­Laser LASIK

Precision Laser­Assisted Cataract Surgery

Medical Retina and Glaucoma Treatment

Advanced Technology Enhanced By Experience!



RETIRED DETROIT POLICE & FIRE

FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
2525 E. Fourteen Mile Road

Sterling Heights, Michigan 48310-5969

(586) 795-1734
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Big dreams start

at home.

dmcu.com

It’s your safe haven. It’s where 

life’s biggest moments are planned 

and realized. So when you need 

cash for home improvements, 

your next big adventure, try asking 

your home for a loan with 

DMCU’s Home Equity Loan or 

Line of Credit.

To get started:

Call us at 313.568.5000

Visit dmcu.com today!

HERITAGE PARKFrankenmuth, MI
JUNE 20, 2022


